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The following is a ruling on Fire Protection Measures for Towing Vessels directly from 

Federal Register/Vol. 65, No. 167/Monday, August 28, 2000/Rules and Regulations

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Coast Guard

46 CFR Part 27

[USCG 1998-4445]

RIN 2115-AF66

Fire Protection Measures for Towing Vessels

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DOT

ACTION:  Final Rule

SUMMARY:  This final rule makes a few changes to the fire-protection measures for towing vessels that were implemented by an interim rule in this rulemaking published on October 19, 1999.  It makes them because of the public comments submitted in response to that rule.  The changes clarify the requirements for fuel shut-off valves, fuel-tank vents, the design of fire detection systems for engine rooms, and safety orientations.

DATES:  Effective Date:  This final rule is effective September 27, 2000.

ADDRESSES:  The Docket Management Facility maintains the public docket for this rulemaking.  Comments, and documents as indicated in this preamble will become part of this docket and will be available for inspection or copying at room PL-401 on the Plaza level of the Nassif Building at the same address between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, except Federal holidays.  You may also access this docket on the Internet at http://dms.dot.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:  For questions on this rule, contact Randall Eberly, Office of Design and Engineering Standards (G-MSE), Coast Guard, telephone 202-267-1861, electronic mail Reberly@comdt.uscg.mil.  For questions on viewing or submitting material to the docket, call Dorothy Beard, Chief, Dockets, Department of Transportation, telephone 202-366-9329.

§27.210  What are the requirements for fire detection on an existing towing vessel?

By October 8, 2001, there must be a fire-detection system installed on your vessel to detect engine-room fires.  It may be a new system, or an existing engine-room-monitoring system (with fire-detection capability), if it is operable and complies with this section.  You must ensure that –

(a) Each detector, each control panel, and each fire alarm are approved under 46 CFR subpart 161.002 or listed by an independent testing laboratory; except that, if you use an existing engine-room-monitoring system (with fire-detection capability), each detector must be listed by an independent testing laboratory;

(b) The system is installed, tested, and maintained in line with the manufacturer’s design manual;
(c) The system is arranged and installed so a fire in the engine room automatically sets off alarms on a control panel at the operating station;
(d) The control panel includes—
(1)  A power-available light;

(2) An audible alarm to notify crew at the operating station of fire and visible alarms to identify the zone or zones of origin of the fire;

(3) A means to silence audible alarms while maintaining indication by visible alarm;

(4) A circuit-fault detector test-switch; and

(5) Labels for all switches and indicator lights, indicating their functions;

(e) The system draws power from two sources, switchover from the primary power source to the secondary source being either manual or automatic;

(f) The system serves no other purpose, unless it is an existing engine-room-monitoring system (with fire-detection capability); and

(g) The system is certified by a Registered Professional Engineer, or by a recognized classification society (under 46 CFR part 8), to comply with paragraphs (a) through (f) of this section.

  3.  Revise paragraphs (c) and (d)(2) of § 27.310 to read as follows:

§ 27.310  What are the requirements for fire detection on a new towing vessel?
  *     *     *     *     *

    (c) The system is arranged and installed so a fire in the engine room automatically sets off alarms on a control panel at the operating station:

*     *     *     *     *

    (d)  *     *     *

    (2) An audible alarm to notify crew at the operating station of fire and visible alarms to identify the zone or zones of origin of the fire:

Thank you,

Geary W. Senterfitt
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